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SUBJECT: INDIAN MEDIA COVERAGE ON PRESIDENT FORD'S REMARKS 

BEGIN SUMMARY: GOI REACTION TO PRESIDENT FORD S REMARKS TO 
SUN-TIMES REPORTERS ON INDIA DOMINATED MEDIA ON FRIDAY AND 
WAS PLAYED HEAVILY IN EXTENSIVE RADIO AND TELEVISION COVERAGE 
THURSDAY NIGHT. EDITORIAL COVERAGE YESTERDAY WAS INITIALLY 
LIMITED TO TWO NEWSPAPERS. BOTH THE NATIONAL HERALD AND 
PATRIOT CARRIED ANTI-US PIECES. TODAY THE INDEPENDENT 
HINDUSTAN TIMES RAN AN EDITORIAL WHICH WAS BALANCED AND 
VIEWED CONSTRUCTIVELY INDO-US RELATIONS, WHILE OTHER 
DELHI PAPERS SURPRISINGLY REFRAINED FROM COMMENT. CALCUTTA 
DAILIES JOINED IN EDITORIAL ATTACKS ON THE US. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. NEWS COVERAGE OF THE MEA'S SPOKESMAN COMMENTS ON THE 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS RAN IN ALL LEADING DAILIES. MOST 
ACCORDED IT HEADLINES AND LEAD PLACEMENT. CONTENT 
REFLECTED HEADLINES, SUCH AS "INDIA REACTS SHARPLY TO 
FORD'S COMMENT" (STATESMAN). 

2. REPORTAGE, MOSTLY BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS, STRESSED 
INDIA REACING "SHARPLY," TAKING "STRONG EXCEPTION" TO 
FORD COMMENTS WHICH "CONSTITUTE INTERFERENCE IN INDIA'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS." ALL PAPERS CITED THE SPOKESMAN ON 
COMMENTS WHICH "HAVE NATURALLY EVOKED STRONG FEELINGS 
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AMONG THE INDIAN PEOPLE." SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS 
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UNIFORMALLY COMMENTED THAT THE FORD REMARKS CONSTITUTE 
A SET-BACK TO INDO-US RELATIONS. 

3. IN A LEAD EDITORIAL. "THE DUSTY ANSWER," THE CONGRESS 
PARTY-ORIENTED NATIONAL HERALD ASSERTED THAT PRESIDENT 
FORD'S "OBSERVATIONS ARE UNKIND IN THE EXTREME" SHOWING 
"IMMATURITY OF JUDGMENT." BLAMING WASHINGTON FOR 
SUPPORTING DICTATORIAL REGIMES, IT ASKED: "...DOES 
PEKING. WHERE THE US PRESIDENT IS DUE TO MAKE HIS 
OBEISANCE FOR THE SECOND TIME RUNNING, REPRESENT THE 
DEMOCRATIC IDEAL OF WHICH MR. FORD SPEAKS?" IT FURTHER 
REASONED THAT THE US "FEELS POLITICALLY AND CULTURALLY 
DISORIENTED, AND MR. FORD S PROVOCATIVE OBSERVATIONS ON 
THE INDIAN POLITICAL SCENE CORRESPONDE TO THE AMERICAN 
INSTINCT TO REACH FOR THE HOLSTER ONCE THE ARGUMENT IS 
LOST." 

4. PRESIDENT FORD S REMARKS GENERATED CONSIDERABLE 
CRITICAL COMMENT IN THE PRO-MOSCOW PRESS. THE PATRIOT 
WROTE THAT THE PRESIDENT "HAS MADE HIMSELF PARTICULARLY 
OBNOXIOUS BY GOING OUT OF HIS WAY" TO CRITICIZE GOI, 

AND CHARGED THAT WASHINGTON "WOULD HAVE FOUND A FRIENDLY 
INDIA AN EMBARRASSING LIABILITY IN THE GANGING UP WITH 
CHINA." THE URDU-LANGUAGE MILAP, CHIMED IN, BLAMING THE 
PRESIDENT FOR "MISINTERPRETING THE DEMOCRATIC VALUES OF 
OUR COUNTRY BY SAYING THAT INDIA'S DEMOCRACY HAS SEEN ITS 
DOOMSDAY." THE HINDI-LAN GU AGE JANYUG, OF DELHI, ALSO 
PUBLISHED AN EDITORIAL IN THE SAME VEIN, AS DID THE 
BEN GALI-LAN GU AGE KALANTAR, OF CALCUTTA. 

5. HOWEVER, TODAY THE HINDUSTAN TIMES LEAD EDITORIAL, 
"PLAYING IT COOL," WAS A BALANCED OUTLOOK AND THE ONLY 
COMMENT PUBLISHED IN THE CAPITAL. UNEXPLAINED IS THE 
UNUSUAL SILENCE OF THE OTHER NEW DELHI PAPERS. UNLIKE THE 
NATIONAL HERALD AND PATRIOT, THE HINDUSTAN TIMES TONE WAS 
RESTRAINED AND CONTENTS POSITIVE. INTERPRETING PRESIDENT 
FORD'S REMARKS "AS A DELIBERATE SIGNAL OF A CHANGE" IN 

THE US ATTITUDE TOWARD INDIA. IT ADDED: "NOW THAT 
MR. FORD AND THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT HAVE SAID THEIR 
PIECES IT WOULD BE IN THE INTEREST OF BOTH NOT TO LINGER 
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OVER THESE." COMMENTING ON FOREIGN MINISTER CHAV AN'S 
UN TRIP, THE PAPER URGED THAT IT IS "EXIGENT THAT HE 
AND DR. KISSINGER SHOULD KEEP TO THEIR ORIGINAL PROGRAM" 

OF HOLDING THE JOINT COMMISSION MEETING. IN CONCLUSION, 

IT ASSERTED THAT "STUDIED RESERVE, SO HELPFUL IN COOLING 
OFF PAST MISUNDERSTANDINGS, MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO BE 
MARRED BY A NEW ROUND OF RECRIMINATIONS." 
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6. CALCUTTA DAILIES TODAY HIT HARD WITH A SERIES OF 
EDITORIALS, CHARACTERIZING PRESIDENT FORD'S REMARKS AS 
"OFFENSIVE.. AMOUNTING TO CRUDE INTERFERENCE IN INDIA'S 
INERNAL AFFAIRS" (AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA) AND 
ATTRIBUTING "POLITICAL DESIGNS AND EVIL MOTIVES BEHIND 
MR. FORDS STATEMENT" (BENGALI-LANGUAGE WEST BENGAL 
GOVERNMENT-MANAGED BASUMATII.SCHNEIDER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, SPEECHES, NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NEWDE12705 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750327-0199 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750932/aaaabbsg.tel 

Line Count: 122 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 MAR 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <28 JAN 2004 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDIAN MEDIA COVERAGE ON PRESIDENT FORD'S REMARKS BEGIN SUMMARY: GOI REACTION TO PRESIDENT FORD'S 
REMARKS TO 

TAGS: PFOR, IN, US, (FORD, GERALD R) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



